
Caption describing picture or graph-
ic. 

Bayou City Flyers :  Safety First

January 2023

B AY O U  C I T Y  F LY E R S

 Presidents Corner: 
As your newly elected Presi-
dent, I would first like Thank 
Max Burton for the outstanding 
work done and leadership 
shown as President of Bayou 
City Flyers the past few years.  
Through Max’s guidance, the 
club has prospered much with 
increased revenues and a grow-
ing membership, while main-
taining a secure level of safety for all the members. 
His many accomplishments include securing an 
agreement with the county for the club to replace 
HAMCI and oversee activities at the field, his joint 
cooperation with other clubs to hold training exer-
cises such as the ROTC events and local fun flies, 
Warbird events, a safer helicopter area, and inter-
acting with the county representatives when prob-
lems arise at the field.
Let me now introduce myself. I am Keith Ratliff, 
recently retired from a notable global engineering 
firm. I began flying control line in the late 1960’s 
flying .049’s and quickly elevated my flying to 
Fox .35 size aircraft and combat. I began flying 
RC in 1994 at the field located in the Fort Bend 
County Fairgrounds.
My wife, Anita, daughter, Rayna, and I moved to 
the Katy area in 1995, where I soon became a 
board member of our HOA for five years, serving 
as Vice-President and President. At the time I felt 
the HOA was tough on the homeowners, and I 
wanted to be a little more compassionate to them, 
and be their voice. Getting involved was the best 
way to have that voice.  
My hobbies in addition to flying include Christmas 
lighting and O-gauge railroad. My show is a com-
puter controlled light display featuring 15,000 in-
dividually addressable RGB lights and is synced to 
the music and broadcast over FM so that you may 
listen in the comfort of your vehicle.
I became a member of the TCA (Train Collectors 
Association) in 2006, and am currently a member 
of HTOS (Houston Tin Plate Society), an O-gauge 
train club situated in Memorial City Mall across 
from Target. We are given a small space to 
………......cont’ page 2
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Multirotor and Drone Aircraft 
It just after Christmas and Helicopter and Drones were on sale, and I 
heard they were selling like hot cakes!! This is probably a good time to 
remind everyone that Drone and Helicopters are very dangerous if not 
handled properly. While aircraft are dangerous as well, their primary 
zone of danger is usually from just behind the prop forward; you are 
safest when standing behind them. Drone and Helicopters however re-
ally don’t have a safe zone. The blades turn on a horizontal plane so 
there is no standing out of the potential strike zone. If a blade comes off 
there is no telling the direction it is going to take. The same is true 
when flying them; as they can go back and forth and side to side. BE 
very conscious of this when at the field, especially if you are not the 
one flying it. The Heli/Drone area is well away from the pit area, but 
this does not mean you can ignore what is happening!
Another thing to watch is the younger flyers. These are the people to 
most likely get  a Drone or Heli for Christmas. They are apt to be very 
young and the blades on these craft can quickly remove a finger or eye! 
Lets make a special effort to keep an eye on them when you are at the 
field; both for your safety and theirs!  

2023

Farewell

It’s Always Hard to Say Goodbye
On December 6th BCF gave a presentation to 35 cub scouts at Kinkaid 
School, and we had a great time with the kids.  This was my last official 
event as president, and I could not have picked a better one.  The kids 
were excited to be able to see the many models that were presented, and 
they had a great time watching John and Jessica Haskell fly their drone.  
What made this special for me is it was one of three events this year 
where we shared the hobby with young people.  In the past few years, 
we fell behind in this AMA mission to involve young people in our hob-
by.  I will gladly say that this year we made a big effort, and it paid off.  
In 2022, BCF partnered with Fort Bend RC to host 2 training sessions 
for around 60 ROTC students, and we ended the year with this presenta-
tion.
I want to say “thanks” to the faithful few members who participated in 
this event: Joe Chauffe, John, Jessica and Jacquelyn Haskell, Merle 
Bowler, Keith Ratliff, George Lumpkins, Jerry Wilson, John Ladd, and 
Greg Johnson.  Without your commitment to the club and help with 
these events, we would not have been successful.
It is with heartfelt gratitude that I say thanks to each member for your 
trust and your help over the past 2 years.  Thankfully, I don’t have to say 
goodbye, because you will see me around, hopefully talking less and 
flying more.
God bless.
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N O T A M  

Election Results:
We had two nominees to replace our retiring President. Club members John Haskell and Keith Ratliff were on the ballot 
for President. We want to Thank John and Keith for putting their names in the hat and providing a choice of candidates! 
The new Bayou City Flyers President for the coming year is Keith Ratliff.
With no opposition the following officers retained their positions:
Vice President: Garry Woodhouse
Treasurer: Rudy Villarreal
Secretary: Gerald (Jerry) Wilson
The appointed position of Member at Large remains the same: Corey Johnson

To acknowledge those that make this a better club, we’d like to thank!

Paul Phang for his donation of planes and helicopters for the Christmas raffle

Mike Wise for making it easier to log in to the website

Corrie Poole for purchasing and installing a new weather station

Thanks guys! Kudos!!

Member Profile: 

This Quarters Member Profile is Jack Ramer, a regular flyer at Bayou City Flyers. Jack has been 
a member for 7 years, joining the club in April of 2015. Jack is also the Club Membership Coor-
dinator. This is a big job and includes keeping up our membership roster, the AMA roster for the 
club, making the name badges, and sending reminders to members when their AMA membership 
is about to expire! Quite a job, Thanks Jack!!
Jack started flying control line in the 60’s and said that he and his brother built a bunch of Com-
bat Kittens and then proceeded to heads up in control line combat! He retired in 2015 and needed 
to keep himself out of trouble; so he took up motorcycling, canoeing, and RC flying.
Needless to say his first attempts were less than spectacular, and he spent a bunch of time repair-
ing. However the ever popular Apprentice came to his rescue and allowed him to stay in the air 
long enough to learn.
Jack now has about 6 planes in his hangar and flies both electric and gas. His favorite gas planes 
are an Ultra Stick, and SBach. He also enjoys an electric Mamba Bi-plane.
Although he started with the early morning crowd, since retiring he now flies a little later in the morning and early after-
noon, due mainly to the position of the sun!
A friendly individual who is quick to strike up a conversation!
If you see him at the field say Hi and Thanks for helping the club!!

Club News

demonstrate model railroading to the public and young children. I was Vice-President of the club from 2007-2009 and 
President 2009-2011 (maximum term), where I helped start the process of becoming a 501(c)(3) organization, and still con-
tinue to give assistance at the club answering questions and running trains.
In 2021 I met Mark Troutman at the Control Line Field, and was encouraged to build an old Ringmaster Jr. Flash and a 
Flite Streak (both CL) and flew those before moving back to the RC side of things.
Going forward, I plan to carry on the great work that Max has done, and continue to improve our flying experience and 
strengthen us in areas of Safety. This year we will be looking at becoming a FRIA (FAA - Recognized Identification Area) 
site and I would like to see that to fruition. This will include keeping up our Charter membership and make sure we contin-
ue to remain in compliance with AMA guidelines to remain a CBO. We will also be looking to replace the weather station, 
illuminate the flags on the Ron Mers Memorial flag pole, and add more flying events for people of all ages to continue to 
promote our hobby. We will also endeavor to attract younger pilots, and give them the opportunity to learn to fly. Other 
possible agendas might include a sign at the north end of the field warning of flying aircraft and possible electrical outlets 
for the control line flyers.  I urge you to attend the meetings and voice your ideas and opinions, as we depend on the mem-
bership to make our club and field a better place to fly.  I look forward to working with each of you and will strive to keep 
this the best flying club and the best place to fly in Houston.
I can be reached by e-mail at — beatlerat@gmail.com
My mission for the club is to fly, fly safe, and have fun flying!  
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Club News

N O T A M  

Field Improvements:
A new outdoor, industrial strength sun canopy,  was donated by Jessie Licari.  This was surplus equipment from his 
place of business.  Jesse offered the canopy to us back in the summer of 2021, but he got busy and nothing happened till 
this summer when another member, Prentice Coleman got us the information we needed to get permission from the 
county.  The installation was done by Jesse, Prentice, and a faithful group of members.

Helicopter Pad  -  After a recent incident it was decided by the board to install safety fencing around the helipad. This 
was done with input from the heli flyers.

Glider Area  - The Houston Hawks, along with 
help from Fortbend RC and Bayou City Flyers, 
obtained permission from the county and had a 
sun shade installed in the Glider Area. The cov-
er was paid for by the Hawks Membership and 
donations from BCF, FBRC and others!
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BCF Christmas Party

N O T A M  

The 2022 Bayou City Flyers Christmas Party was held on Sat December 10th at Rudy’s Bar-B-Que in Katy. We had 59 mem-
bers, and 17 wives & guests, show up for the event. Not too bad considering we have 156 members, that’s about 37%. In all 76 
people took part in the festivities.

Max gave a little farewell speech as retiring president, Thanking all who have helped him, and highlighting all that the club has 
done in the past year.

Max gave the blessing for the meal and everyone feasted on Brisket, Turkey, Sausage, Beans, Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Bread Ice 
Tea and fixings!!!

As soon as the meal was over it was time for Club Officer Elections; the new President is Keith Ratliff

On to the prize drawing! Every member was given a ticket on arrival, and you had to be present to win. The following lucky 
folks received a Christmas Prize. There were 11 prizes that came from various sources. The Ron Mers Estate donated — 2 
planes, member Paul Phang — donated 2 helis and 4 planes, the club purchased 3 planes.

The lucky winners were: Mark Natanson, John Haskell, Jessica Haskell, Merle Bowler, Marvin Chaves, John Keller, Glen Mur-
ray, Henry Nguyen, Tri Luu, Jack Ramen, Samir Talipov.

Everyone appeared to have a great time and had their fill food!! Thanks to the board and all that put the event together and had it 
come off without a hitch!
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Bayou City Flyers — Cub Scout Presentation

N O T A M  

On December 5th Bayou City Flyers traveled to Kincaid High School (201 Kinkaid Drive, Houston, TX. 77024), at the re-
quest of Cubmaster Nick Erwin and did a presentation to Cub Scout Pack #695.

The following BCF members were in attendance  -  Max Burton, Jerry Wilson, John - Jessica - Jacqueline Haskell, Greg John-
son, George Lumpkins, John Ladd, Joe Chauffe, Keith Ratliff, & Merle Bowler.

Max gave an introductory presentation on RC Aircraft, followed by John Haskell explaining who Bayou City Flyers are. This 
was followed by a Drone Flight Demo by Jessica and John Haskell. After the presentations and demos the Cub Scouts were 
invited to get up close to the planes and ask questions. Let me tell you there were plenty, even the parents were involved. Merle 
Bowler and Keith Ratliff were a big help with setup, managing the kids, and fielding questions.

Members who brought planes were:
John Haskell, George Lumpkins, John Ladd, Greg Johnson, Jerry Wilson, & Joe Chauffe
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Explore Fulshear and Explore Katy Magazines 

N O T A M  

Explore Fulshear and Explore Katy Magazines published an article about RC airplanes in their fall issue, and they had 
asked members to come out for a photo shoot.  The article was for the cause of promoting the hobby and our club. The 
shoot was Saturday, August 27th at 6:pm. 
The photographer took group and individual pictures. A variety of aircrafts: jets, helicopters, drones, warbirds, trainers 
showed up. The event was organized by Jack Ramer and his daughter, Jaclyn Ritter, who is the publisher for the two maga-
zines. When the magazines came out Jack dropped some copies off at the club house for you to read!
As you can see from the photos below we had an excellent turnout!
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Electric Plane Data!

N O T A M  

Member John Kenna, a long time Pattern Flier, has been keeping a record of his different planes and the vari-
ous motor battery combinations he has tried in them to come up with the best performance. Now before you 
get in an uproar, these numbers are what he considers optimal for his style of flying which is Pattern. He 
wanted to share this list with the club to give others an idea of motor sizes, batteries, prop size, flight times he 
has obtained. Hopefully this will help the guy’s with these same planes, and give others an idea of the various 
combinations for planes of similar design and weights. If you fly 3-D or Warbirds use these numbers to deter-
mine the direction you want to pursue for better performance, as with any chase to better performance it is a 
trial and error process, but having the data can save you some time!

The highlighted lines indicate what John is currently flying

This data is provided as an FYI, have fun! 

Power Documenta�on Fully charged Ba�ery Tests Wa�/Lb Need to be > 150 

Motor Amps Wa�s prop 
(APC-e)

RPM Ba�ery Brand C ra�ng Controller weight 
lbs

wa�s/lb flight 
�me

minutes

Plane

AEO MF1905-
2400

9.2 68.3 7x3.5E 5250 2S 800 Gens ACE 45 E-Power 10A 0.47 145.7 5 Mini Edge 540

AEO MF1905-
2400

12.3 86.4 7x4E 6210 2S 800 Gens ACE 45 E-Power 10A 0.47 184.3 5 Mini Edge 540

e-flite 370 8.2 59 8x3.8 SF 7200 2S 800 Gens ACE 45 20A 0.47 125.9 5 Mini Edge 540

e-flite 370 8.9 63 8x4.7 SF 7050 2S 800 Gens ACE 45 20A 0.47 134.4 5 Mini Edge 540

e-flite 370 6.5 48.6 7x5 8300 2S 800 Gens ACE 45 20A 0.47 103.7 5 Mini Edge 540

e-flite 370 14.4 155.2 8x3.8 SF 3s 800 Spektrum 50 20A 0.56 277.1 8 Mini Edge 540

e-flite 370 15.2 159.1 8x4.7 SF 9060 3s 800 Spektrum 50 20A 0.56 282.8 8 Mini Edge 540

e-Flite 450 12.1 120 10x6E 7200 3S 1300 Venom 30 E-Flite 25A 1.25 96.0 6 Laser 3D

e-Flite 450 12.7 128 9x6 3B 3S 1300 Venom 30 E-Flite 25A 1.25 102.4 6 Laser 3D

e-Flite 450 15.3 156 10x7 3B 3S 1300 Venom 30 E-Flite 25A 1.25 124.8 6 Laser 3D

e-Flite 450 15.3 172 10x7E 3S 1300 Venom 30 E-Flite 25A 1.25 137.6 6 Laser 3D

e-Flite 480-1020 24.1 276 10x7E 7950 3S 1550 Ta�u 75 Spektrum 30A 1.25 220.8 6 Laser 3D

e-Flite 480-1020 24.0 265 10x7 3B 7460 3S 1550 Ta�u 75 Spektrum 30A 1.25 212.0 6 Laser 3D
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Electric Plane Data! ...... cont’
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Power Documenta�on Fully charged Ba�ery Tests Wa�/Lb Need to be > 150 

Motor Amps Wa�s prop 
(APC-e)

RPM Ba�ery Brand C ra�ng Controller weight 
lbs

wa�s/lb flight 
�me

minutes

Plane

e-Flite 480-1020 23.7 247 11x5.5E 8310 3S 1550 Ta�u 75 Spektrum 30A 1.54 160.4 6 Parkmaster Pro

e-Flite 480-1020 26.2 290 12x5 8070 3S 2200 Venom 30 E-Flite 40A 1.81 160.0 6 Tribute

e-Flite 480-1020 28.8 286 12x6E 7140 3S 2200 Venom 30 E-Flite 40A 1.81 157.8 6 Tribute

e-Flite BL10-
1250

52.7 560 11x5.5E 9660 3S 3200 Onyx 40 E-Flite 40A 3.13 179.2 5 VisionAire

e-Flite BL10-
1250

55.4 611 12x4 9035 3S 3200 Onyx 40 Spektrum 60A 3.13 195.5 5 VisionAire

Potenza 10-1400 48.1 610 11.5x4.5E 9630 3S 2600 Gens Ace 50 Potenza 50A 3.19 191.4 4 Extra 300

Potenza 10-1400 61.1 662 12x4 1023
0

3S 3200 Onyx 40 Spektrum 60A 3.31 199.8 5 Extra 300

Rimfire 0.15 
3536-1200

43.6 533 11x5.5E 9930 3S 3600 Gens Ace 50 Spektrum 45A 2.76 193.1 6 Explorer

Rimfire 0.15 
3536-1200

40.2 445 12x5 7630 3S 3600 Gens Ace 50 E-Flite 50A 2.76 161.2 6 Explorer

Predator 3536-
1250

35.4 331 11x5.5E 3S 2800 Venom 30 Predator 40A 2.76 119.9 5.5 Explorer

e-Flite BL50 -525 50.6 1115 14x7E 9360 6S 4000 Spectrum 50 E-flite 60A 6.06 183.9 7 Splendor

Rimfire 1.6 6362-
250

63.8 2750 17x8E 12S 6000 Gens Ace 100 Spektrum 
120A

10.75 255.8 7 Funtana

Rimfire 1.6 6362-
250

63.8 2750 17x8E 12S 6000 Gens Ace 100 Spektrum 
120A

9.75 282.1 7 Laser  

e-Flite 480-1020 25.4 280 12x5 7230 3S 1600 Onyx 30 Spektrum 30A 1.75 160.0 5.5 Edge 540

e-Flite 480-1020 20.8 230 11x5.5E 8040 3S 1600 Onyx 30 E-Flite 25A 1.75 131.4 5.5 Edge 540

e-Flite 480-1020 22.6 246 12x4 3S 1600 Onyx 30 Spektrum 30A 1.75 140.6 5.5 Edge 540
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Georgetown Swap Meet!

N O T A M  

This is one of the larger swap meets in our region!!!
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Junior ROTC Training Day

N O T A M  

Bayou City Flyers & Fort Bend RC joined together again to host an Air Force JROTC training day at Scobee Field on Oct. 
22, 2022. Two Air Force JROTC Units were at the event consisting of thirty-three cadets from Dulles High School Air 
Force JROTC (Major Doug Hawn) and Kempner High School Air Force JROTC (Major Tonia Howze, Chief Master Sgt 
Lionel Jackson) were present. The purpose of the event - to introduce the cadets to the basics of RC Modelling and how to 
fly model trainers. The cadets started by practicing skills on one of four Great Planes Real-Flight Simulators that were set-
up in the club house. Seven teams of pilots, instructors and spotters from both clubs spent the morning teaching the cadets 
to fly on the planes provided by the two clubs. The winds picked up and made flying difficult for the students and instruc-
tors, however everyone got to fly at least once and some twice. The ROTC leader, Major Ronald Hawn, expressed his ap-
preciation to both clubs and said the cadets learned a lot. Most of all, they had FUN! We hope to have more of these events 
next year!
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The old timers are getting fewer at an alarming rate.
Dean Umbarger, a long time flyer and club member until relocating to Canyon Lake, TX, passed away Sunday Sept 4, 
2022. He was 80 years old. Dean is survived by his wife Carolyn. Daughter Pamela, grandchildren Avery and Piper, broth-
er Kent, Sister-in-law Karen, numerous other beloved family and friends.

Dean was an Eagle Scout and attended the University of California at Berkley. He retired from Shell after fifty years in 
Research and Oil & Gas. Very technically oriented, Dean loved RC airplane flying/teaching, riding motorcycles, snow 
skiing, cars, shooting, raising fish, travel, and shopping. He particularly enjoyed mentoring 
young people. 

There will be no public formal services or burial.
Please celebrate Dean’s life by raising a toast with your favorite beverage. In lieu of flowers 
please make a donation to your favorite charity or perform an act of kindness for another.

Many of us who knew Dean thru the yeas will agree he left a lasting impression on us. Always 
quick witted and smiling, Dean taught many people to fly! His humor was contagious, and he 
never knew a stranger. Dean was a cornerstone of Bayou City Flyers for many years. He 
served on the board as well as being a very active instructor! If it was new or different he was 
interested. Dean helped me learn to fly and never looked down on you if you messed up.

Godspeed Dean!!

With heavy heart we must also acknowledge the passing of long time member 
Charles Elliott.

Charlie has been with the club since mid 2000’s and attended most events and meet-
ings. His failing health limited his activities in recent years but he still came out to 
the field. He spent time hanging with Dean, Allen Earl, & Ronnie Robicheaux. He 
enjoyed playing the banjo and target shooting.

He will be missed! Godspeed Charlie!!!

Two More Pilots Get Their Wings
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Rocketman!!!

N O T A M  

Was passing thru the park the other day and saw a family out for a day of Rocketry. They had about 20 rockets of various 
sizes with them, and they were all members of the NAR (National Association of Rocketry) and were extremely safety con-
science. Their procedure went so far as to log each flight with the rocket identified, the motor used, the flight number, and a 
small summary of how the flight went, and noting any damage to the rocket post flight. (Mostly damage occurs when it lands/
touches down). They had an electronic launch system with Safeties and interlocks and all of the bells and whistles. They even 
did a countdown before each launch. Quite the setup!!

They were set up on a control line concrete pad and had a fire extinguisher with them as well  -  I tell you these folks were 
prepared. Roger says he’s been doing this since he was a kid and his whole family are Rocketeers! What a way to get the kids 
away from the video games and learning something in the meantime; even Mom was there!!

Now I was told that the County doesn’t allow rockets in the park, but I have seen no signs to that effect. I guess this is a take 
your chance kind of thing. I do believe that as long as you are insured by the NAR, are not causing problems, and not firing 
rockets during the dry season and during Burn Bans, you just might be able to get away with it. I mean in the past few years 
I’ve only seen rockets being flown at the park 2 or 3 times. Just be aware that the Constables might pay you a visit.

I have made an inquiry concerning this, but in the middle of it all we changed Precincts; also there was supposed to be a Cub 
Scout Rocket Launch Day in mid November that unfortunately got canceled due to rain. Further inquires will need to be made  
and if the County does not condone rockets they will need to put up signage to that effect. 

In the mean time if you happen to see them out there, stop in you’ll learn a lot!
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Passing Gas 

N O T A M  

I was having a chat with Paul Curry at the Space City Pearl Harbor Memorial Fly and we go to discussing gas engines and 
the oil mix ratio. Now we pretty much all have dealt with weed eaters and blowers in our past and the instructions usually 
say to use a 16:1 or 32:1 gasoline/oil mixture to run the equipment on. You took a gallon of gas and a little bottle of oil 
that came with the machine and mixed them together and this was the fuel you used in that piece of equipment. Once you 
ran out you had to mix another can of gas! Most folks saved that little bottle and used it to measure the same amount of oil 
to give you another gallon with the correct mixture. The rest of us usually either threw the bottle away or lost it and had to 
figure out how much to add to get the correct mix. This inevitably leads to the mix either getting too much or too little oil, 
either of which will lead to poor performance or a seized engine! 
Anyway we were looking at a plug and Paul stated that it was too rich and needed less oil and to go to a higher ratio. Now 
I had always thought that a higher ratio meant more oil in the gas but Paul stated that the higher ratio had less. In my fee-
ble mind I was looking at it as 40 parts of oil to 1 part of gas equaled a 40:1 Mix, and that 50:1 would be more oil. Paul 
quickly corrected me and stated that the 50:1 would be leaner due to less oil. I was a little taken with this and quickly real-
ized that I needed a better understanding of this. I had seen this discussion on several websites and Facebook Groups and 
realized that there were quite a few others that did not understand this either. 
The first step to understanding this is to realize that the mix ratio is how much gas is mixed with the oil with the first num-
ber being the gas and the second being the oil — gas : oil 
 The ratio indicates how much fresh, regular unleaded gasoline (containing no more than 10% ethanol) to mix with 

how much oil. In most instances 93 Octane is Preferred but 87 Octane is Acceptable
 Use of a high quality fully synthetic 2 cylinder oil such as Motul 800 2T 100% synthetic racing motro oil , Red line 

two-stroke racing motor oil , Stihl Ultra high performance 2 cycle fully synthetic engine oil, Amsoil, and others. The 
Forums are full of arguments about what’s best, read a little and decide for your self!

The second step is to know what is the required ratio for your engine  -  Most of the Gas Engine Mfg’s call for anywhere 
from a 25 to 40:1 ratio, with 30 – 40 being pretty much the standard. Some of the smaller sized can call for 20:1 — The 
point here is to confirm what is required. 

The third step is to get a Mix Chart and a measuring cup. This will tell you how many ounces of oil to add to a gallon of 
gasoline to get the correct ratio, and a way to measure it.

Now while most MFG are recommending Synthetic Oil (mainly to reduce carbon deposits), non-synthetic oils are also 
suitable just beware that rings will carbon up and plugs will foul easier. 
It also should be noted that if your spark plugs are fouling you can increase the ratio by adding a little less oil, (Caution—
the oil is there to lubricate and cool). If your engine is overheating, this is especially prevalent with cowled engines, a 
Lower Ratio by adding a little more oil can help. This is something you will learn over time. Too Much as well as Too 
Little oil can be a problem. Check your spark plug regularly it will tell you what you need to do.
A lot of people use the Pre-Mixed Fuels such as TruFuel or VP -  They usually come in 40:1 & 50:1 and are Ethanol Free, 
but may not be in the exact ratio you need without calculating how much extra oil you need to add.

Remember to shake your fuel can before going to the field to make sure the oil is mixed with the gas, as the oil can settle. 
A little Stabil is also helpful if you don’t fly often, although its best to just mix smaller quantities. Oh and it helps to have a 
fuel filter on the line you connect to the plane to fill. Trash in the carb will lead to nothing but misery!
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Swap Meet Perry Georgia

N O T A M  

If you get to go to one swap meet make it this one!!!
This annual event is one of the largest R/C Swap Meet in the US, featuring over 400 vendors exhibit-
ing at 1000+ tables across three large halls at the Georgia National Fairgrounds & Agricenter. Enjoy 
two days of swap and exchange of R/C and other related items. Raffles, Prizes, Concessions & More! 
Swap Meet/Exchange Gates Open:
Friday, March 3rd - 12:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 4th - 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Tickets $12.00 in advance on line —— $15.00 at the gate



Tachikawa Ki-162
George Lumpkins (golumpk@swbell.net) a long time 
member of the Bayou City Fliers in Katy, Texas want-
ed something new………on a budget.
Late in WWII the Germans shared designs of the HE-
162 with their ally in Japan, who began to discuss this 
plane using Japanese engines and manufacturing. The 
war ended prior to a prototype test.
Now George has been digging in the club trashcans 
and collecting “artifacts” for years. This plane, for 
which there are no current ARF’s, is a test bed to lead 
the way for a future true scale version. 
Parts of no less than 8 crashed and or scrapped planes 
contributed to a fertile imagination and hard work. 
Parts include remnants of a 70mm ME 262 nacelle, 40 
size ugly stick fuselage, Avanti 80mm EDF and 100 
amp ESC, Some British Vampire tail feathers, 3D 
plane wing for the correct shape,,, that took a lot of 
modification to make fit, SMC 6200mAh 6 cell bat-
tery, Futaba radio and receiver, 9 miscellaneous ser-
vos, canopy and landing gear from “somewhere”, and 
more. Blue paint scheme is from an on line video 
game. 
Dimensions are 53” long and 36” wing span….in the 
neighborhood of scale. Can you say high wing load-
ing!! Flaps are a necessity for takeoff and landing!!
Flight characteristics are stable, with a good roll rate. 
Take off is a hair raising and brisk, 300+ feet on as-
phalt. Landing is high speed with the large modified 
3D ailerons converted to 65% span flaps. Approach 
speed must be kept up and landing strip targeted, as a 
go around is not advised with the high mounted 80mm 
EDF. This configuration can and will push the nose 
down at lower speeds if power is applied too quickly.
The painted version is the result of five more modifi-
cations and three flights.
George should not be left alone in retirement.

P a g e  1 5  

What is It!!

N O T A M  
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Prop Thrust/Efficiency Comparison…… Twinman

N O T A M  

Test Conditions
Thrust test stand (electronic digital fish scale), 4 cell 5000 mAh CNHL 50C battery. (Note, this battery was recharged be-
tween each and every test), Eflite Power meter, G Force 32 size motor at 800Kv,and photo tachometer

Propeller Pitch Amp Draw Thrust Ounces RPM
Efficiency (Thrust/

Amps = ounces thrust 
per amp)

1. Zinger Wood Glow 13x8 76.3 101 7,300 1.32

2. Master Electric 12x8 66.6 139 9,600 2.08

3. Master Glow 12x6 53.2 120 1,000 2.25

4. Gemfan E 12x6 52.0 95 9,900 1.83

5. Falcon Glow Wood 12x8 56.0 111 9,700 1.98

6.Master Glow 3 Blade 12x8 63.0 122 9,300 1.94

7. APC Electric 12x8 55.3 105 9,900 1.89

8. Master Glow 13x6 57.6 122 9,900 2.12

9. Master Glow 13x8 68.4 128.6 8,700 1.88

10. Zinger Glow Wood 13x8 69.7 123.6 8,500 1.77

11. Master Glow 13x6 58.9 95.2 9,600 1.62

12. Master 3 Blade 13x8 69.6 94.88 8,500 1.60

13. APC Glow 13x7.5 59.0 117.44 9,200 1.99

14. APC Glow 13x7 58.3 101.12 9,700 1.73

15. APC Glow 13x8 62.1 106.4 9,600 1.71

16. APC Glow 12x7 52.7 64 10,100 1.21

17. APC Electric 13x4 41.3 107.2 10,600 2.59

Larger Props using a Turnigy 110 Motor

290Kv ( Not on the Test Stand)

Propeller Pitch Voltage Amp Draw Thrust Ounces
Efficency (Thrust/Amps 

= ounces thrust per 
amp)

1. APC Electric 22x13 6S --- 22.2V 75.0 162.24 2.16

2. APC Electric 19x12 8S --- 29.6V 84.0 176 2.09

Larger Props using a SkySharc 75 Motor

390Kv ( Not on the Test Stand)

Propeller Pitch Voltage Amp Draw Thrust Ounces
Efficency (Thrust/Amps 

= ounces thrust per 
amp)

1. APC Electric 19x12 6S --- 22.2V 55.3

2. Zinger Wood 18x8 6S --- 22.2V 65.7

3. Zinger Wood 18x10 6S --- 22.2V 79.8

4. Dyna Thrust 18x8 6S --- 22.2V 66.7



On Oct 1-2 the annual Ringmaster Roundup was held and the control line fliers at Scobee field came out in force to support 
this once a year event. The event started as a local affair many years ago and is now a world wide event that generates a huge 
control line following just for the fun of it. Each year on a designated weekend the entire control line world tries to get as 
many flights using any published design of a “Ringmaster” which originated as  a 1950’s stunt trainer kitted by Sterling Corp. 
The rules allow everyone that can fly to participate. You can do anything from 5 straight and level laps to the full stunt pat-
tern to get a official flight logged and all the flights are tabulated and published. In years past it is common to see over 4-5000 
ringmaster flights on the designated weekend. This year the control line fliers at Scobee field once again fell out and flew lost 
of different versions of this classic design. Final tabulation for total flights will be published in about a month as countries like 
Argentina ,Brazil, Ukrainian. Japan and even Russian which all have very active control line clubs  participate. 
Here are some pictures of different versions of Ringmasters flown at Scobee field this weekend. Over 60 official flights 
where recorded for the overall worldwide totals. The third picture with the checkerboard outline is a original very vintage 
Ringmaster with a all original 1960 McCoy blue head engine that flew great. The forth picture shows the latest electric pow-
ered version that can be bought as a RTF to help get newcomers started and flies just as good as the originals
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Control Line Circle !!    By Mark Troutman
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Gliding the Rivers of Air
Hawks, it is with great sadness to let you all know that Bill Estill passed away Sep-
tember 28th 2022. As he had been in poor health this was sad but not unexpected 
news. His friend and caretaker, Patty Dillon notified us of his passing..

Bill was one-of-a-kind, a backbone for the group for a long time, always willing to 
help anyone who was at the field. He was unique, crusty, with a heart of gold and 
an indomitable spirit, a mainstay of the Hawks club, generously helpful to anyone 
in need. Bill was instrumental in establishing Scobee glider field as the Hawks 
home base. He definitely will be missed. 

Jerry Delaat related that; Like many of you, Bill helped me along when I first stat-
ed to fly with the Hawks. He did a major repair for me on my first full house glider 
which landed in the tree near the new canopy. He was always willing to lend a 
helping hand and loved hang out with us and fly. I will miss him!

Chris Riha has a memory of Bill that he wanted to share with you all.
My first meeting with Bill, was at our first inaugural F5J contest at Fort Bend RC 
in August of 2021.  Bill replied indicating he would compete in the Expert Class in 
this contest.  Upon his arrival he introduced himself and the first impression I had was of a guy who was genuine and a 
eagerness to compete that day.  Bill showed up to the challenge and carried his own personal torch, to the end of the con-
test.
We flew 6 rounds and the conditions were very hot for a mid August day with 80% humidity to boot.  I recall Bill stop-
ping by the registration table in his dark shades, drenched in sweat and finished all 6 rounds.  At the end of the contest, I 
was pleased to present Bill with a 3rd place trophy in the Expert Class.
His fine piloting skills in soaring earned him this honor and my overall impression was of a man who carried through to 
the end and placed third at 5281 points right behind his good friend, Tom-
my Lamnek, at 5740 points.
Bill represented something to me that was inspirational; At his age, he kept 
on going at what he enjoyed doing and had true talent in the discipline of 
RC Soaring.  Life lesson here is carrying on with what you enjoy doing, is 
all worth the while.
I never really knew Bill from earlier years as some of you have and that is 
my misfortune. Sometimes I think back to my own journey and regret not 
being involved earlier.  You guys and others from the local soaring clubs I 
have come to meet in this journey are some of the most respectable folks I 
have met in this segment of the hobby.  To me, it is a privilege to be a part 
of the tribe.
For the upcoming year, we should make an effort to get together, even if it 
is just once a year for a big meetup and fly.  Those are times and memories 
we can't replace. I like the idea from Tony about a Bill Estill Memorial 
Contest/Fun Fly.  We should consider this for a 2023 initiative.
Godspeed Mr. Estill.  You will be missed.  My thoughts/prayers to the fam-
ily and you guys closest with Bill.

Mark Troutman  wrote  - Bill was well known in the RC glider groups and was instrumental in getting the RC gliders 
there own area in the corner of the Free flight side at Scobee Field. He was always ready to provide expert advice 
was friendly to all comers. What is not as well known is that Bill was a excellent control line combat flier back in the 
1970’s timeframe and was an excellent engine modifier, always searching to gain more power for his models. In his day 
he was a no holds bared competitor with a feisty reputation as most good combat fliers have and could hold his own 
against the best which still happen to congregate and fly at Scobee field to this day. He later 
moved on to RC pylon racing and RC gliders and was an excellent modeler both as a builder 
and flier. He will be missed as he often visited with his old friends in the control line side and 
was good for both advice and vintage stories of the early days of Scobee.

Godspeed Bill!!

Pete Dawson 
(281) 813-2333

Photo of Bill taken at August 2021 Ft. 
Bend RC Club F5J contest. Bill placed 
3rd in Expert.

A plaque in memory of Bill Estill now hangs 
on the new Houston Hawks Glider Shelter
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New Creations RC Hobby Shops

Continuing reviews of Local hobby Shops that still service the 
RC Airplane crowd I took a trip out to New Creations  RC Hobby 
Shop located at 9735 County Line Rd, Willis, TX 77378.
Here I met Kirk & Susan Massey who told me they had been in 
business at this location for 30+ years.
While it is a little bit of a drive to get there, it is well worth the 
drive. This place is really stocked well, with just about anything 
you could possibly need. While they cater to electric planes and 
equipment, there is a plethora of  parts and supplies for the gas 
crowd as well. If you don’t see what you are looking for just 
ask!! Its probably tucked away somewhere.
Now Kirk is also quite the builder and pilot; and like a few of our 
club members, he gets a little bored from time to time. This is 
evidenced by the twin fuse delta wing and the P-47-F-4-U seen 
below. He took a Corsair and a P-47 split them down the middle 
and fused them together. While it looks unorthodox, Kirk claims 
it flies great!! 
All in all a great shop with friendly, helpful owners! If you need 
some parts and can’t wait or can’t find them, New Creations  RC 
is the ticket. 
They also have a website newcreations-rc.com and are willing to 
ship. If you can’t find it on their website call or e-mail at 
sales@newcreations-rc.com and ask. Kirk said he has a store 
room full of parts for discontinued planes and likely has what you 
need.
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It’s All About the Unusual!!

N O T A M  

 Neil Chouker created this Pre-World War 1 Etrich-Rumpler Taube which was the first German War Plane. The first war-
plane to be massed produced it was replaced early in the war by other better designs. Neil is always trying to build a plane 
that no one has seen before and never uses a kit, prefabricated parts, or plans.. While his first attempts with this plane were 
not successful, our hero modified his design and finally produced a version that flew reasonably well, as witnessed by sev-
eral of the Scobee early morning crowd!!!  Got to give him credit—He’s got heart, can’t wait to see what he come up with 
next!!!
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Bayou City Flyers NOTAM

Well the New Year is upon us, and thank the gods for the 
cooler weather!!!
We have a few really good swap meets coming up to help 
fill your hangar with new stuff or get rid of stuff if you are 
so inclined. There will be a lot of events to go to as well. 
Last year I flew at Wright Patterson Field, home to the 
USA Air Force Museum, and had the time of my life. Five 
days of WW1 aircraft flying in gaggles of 10+ planes excit-
ing as it is, it can be a handful. You really need a spotter to 
help keep up with what’s going on. After that I went down 
to Georgia and flew with my buddies at Cobb County RC. 
A little more relaxed style of flying, but it is a pretty tight 
field. Especially after flying at Scobee with the wide open spaces. 
I guess what I’m getting at is flying at the same place all of the time builds a 
comfort zone. This comfort zone quickly goes away when you go fly at another 
field that you have never seen or even visited. The runways can be very differ-
ent, shorter, narrower, grass that may or may not be smooth. There can also be 
numerous obstacles such as 100’ pine trees, fences, powerlines, and not a lot of 
open acreage. The winds can also be substantially different. Some fields have to 
deal with a constant wind or crosswinds that are higher than what you are accus-
tomed to. The plus side is that this improves your flying skills! It gets rid of the 
“same old same old” and forces you to adapt. This can be a big help in the pro-
cess of getting better and more proficient.
SO get out and try something different, you will likely make new friends and 
improve your skills along the way!

Keep’Em Flying and Keep building!!!! 

2819 Feather Glen Ct
Katy, TX. ,77494

From the Bench: Editorial

Remember to Renew your Bayou City 
Memberships for 2023

2022 Memberships Expired December 31st 
Club House Door Code changes on Jan 31st

Upcoming Events
Jan 20/21         Georgetown Aero Swap Meet

Mar 3-4            Perry Georgia Swap Meet

Mar 31/ Apr 1 Jets Over Houston Bomber Field

Apr 7/8             Texas City RC Warbird & Swap Meet

Apr 8                Alvin RC Big Bird & Swap Meet

Apr 28/ 30        Space City Pattern Contest


