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B AY O U  C I T Y  F LY E R S  

 Presidents Corner:  
I want to thank each of you for electing me to be 
your BCF president for 2021.  I am truly humbled 
by the confidence you have placed in me.  Rest 
assured that my only purpose is to 
work with you, the members, to 
make Scobee field and the BCF 
club the best they can be. 
Ever since I was a small child 
growing up in Jamaica, I have 
been fascinated by airplanes.  At 
10-years old I would watch com-
mercial jets take off and land and 
wonder how that much weight 
could fly and not fall out of the sky.  This and other 
questions like it motivated me to study physics at 
an early age, and by the time I got to high school, 
the physics of flight made sense. 
My fascination with airplanes continued into my 
adulthood, and in 1985 while living in Ponca City, 
Oklahoma, I built my first balsa and ply-wood 
trainer, fitted it with a Fox engine and Airtronics 
electronics, and learned to fly.  This brought me 
much excitement, and I have been hooked ever 
since.   I have been building and flying sport 
planes, on and off, for 35 years; sometimes more 
off than on, and consequently I never got that good 
at flying. 
In 2015 I retired from ConocoPhillips in Houston 
and joined Bayou City Flyers.  I felt like work and 
raising the kids were now behind me, and I would 
finally have time to learn how to fly well.  I have 
had a great time flying and fellowshipping with 
many of the BCF members.  The truth is I feel like 
I am still a learner, and I owe a great debt to many 
of you BCF members for much of the help and 
instructions I received over the past 5 years.  
One of the best things about this hobby is the shar-
ing between club members -- the shared experienc-
es that benefit each of us.  I find that to be priceless, 
and that is why I volunteered to serve as an officer 
of BCF – the belief that I must do my part to main-
tain what is good about this club.  As president of 
BCF my vision is to have the best (including the 
safest) flying site in the region. My goals for 2021 
are: 1) promote safety through example; 2) contin-
ue to improve the field conditions, so that each 
flyer can have a good flying experience; 3) promote 
the hobby through advertisement and instructions; 
4) continue to be a strong partner with Harris Coun-
ty. 
I will need help from each member to accomplish 
these goals, and hope that you will join me in mak-
ing this the best place to fly RC aircrafts. 
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NOTAM is Returning    

Anyone Cruising thru George Bush Park 
in the early morning pre-dawn hours are 
occasionally thrown for a loop. Is it a 
UFO, a Meteor, Swamp Gas?  
Well its none of the above!! Lighted 
plane is the answer.  
John Kenna enjoys flying acrobatics in 
the predawn hours using a well lit foam 
ship!! LED’s provide a stunning display 
that can be see from a long way off. The 
secondary up side is there is definitely no 
one crowding him for airspace! 
You would be surprised at the visibility 
of the plane during maneuvers.  
I was so impressed I added lights to my 
trainer and have been delighted at visibil-
ity and ability to maintain orientation 
while flying.  
Even on overcast days the lights really 
pop against the sky! 
If you are interested in lighting your 
plane and the sky; talk to John or any of 
the Scobee Dawn Patrol.  

 
 
 

What is NOTAM ? - NOTAM is an FAA acronym for “Notice To Airmen”.  - By 
Definition: A notice containing information concerning the establishment, condition or 
change in any aeronautical facility, service, procedure or hazard, the timely knowledge 
of which is essential to personnel concerned with flight operations. It includes class I 
and II distributions. 
It is also the name of the Bayou City Flyers Newsletter. Published many years ago 
NOTAM was published monthly to keep club members up to date on what was going 
on in the club and at the field. It contained useful topics related to events, tips, safety 
concerns, fun stories.  
The newsletter was shared with other clubs and kind of kept the area RC groups in-
formed. Nowadays the majority of this is done via the internet: Forums, Websites, 
Social Media, etc.  Even with all of this information available, it still requires you to 
know what you are looking for and then go search for it.  
The newsletter will be published quarterly, e-mailed to you, and will hopefully fill a 
gap, or at the very least give you something to read in the john!!! There is nothing like 
an old fashion newspaper. Of course you will have to print it to yourself! 
If you have an idea for an article or something that might interest the membership drop 
me an email. I will be talking to you out at the field and gathering material for future 
issues.  
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You get a new plane and get it ready to fly and head to the field 
with dreams of stunning the on lookers with take off rolls, knife 
edges and all of that fancy stuff model planes can do and some 
things they aren’t suppose to do. 
You take off and something just doesn’t seem right! You struggle 
to get back to the runway, then the ground demon reaches up and 
pulls you in! Crunch! Crack! Your pride and joy is in pieces. 
What happened  is the question the onlookers will repeatedly ask, 
and you are wondering your self. 
Well over the past few weeks I’ve seen a few crashes. Some by  
beginners, others by experienced flyers.  
The following as some suggestions as to causes and things to be 
wary of: 
Quite a few ground poundings are the result of incorrect or poor 
balancing of the plane. Being nose heavy kills performance and 
requires you to land at higher speeds. But as long as you keep the 
power on and fly it down (not chop the throttle and try to glide) 
you can  avoid most disasters. Warbirds, even balanced ones, have 
a need to land as such. 
Being tail heavy is quite another thing, and depending on how bad 
it is usually results in a flight with a poor outcome.  Way tail heavy 
and you will fight the plane the whole time as it is constantly try-
ing to stall. You usually cannot trim the elevator enough to com-
pensate.  If the plane is just a tad tail heavy the result is very 
twitchy controls. Not necessarily a death warrant depending on 
you flying ability. Some aerobatic planes are a tad tail heavy, but 
these are for advanced pilots. 
ALWAYS Check CG  - And check it periodically and anytime the 
plane begins to act funny!!! Something may have shifted. 
 

Other issues are motor mounts. Periodically check the screws for 
tightness; and if screwed into wood that they are actually holding. 
Wood Screws are not necessarily the best way to mount a motor to 
the firewall! 
 
For you electric guys  - periodically check the bullet plugs between 
the motor and ESC. Overtime they can loosen and this results in a 
poor connection and arcing. The ESC’s get a lot of blame when 
really it’s the connectors. 
Used planes are the worse. You need to go it thoroughly top to 
bottom , inside and out. You don’t know the builders quality stand-
ard; and more importantly why it was sold. Check each screw, set 
screw, nut, control horn, servo operation and connection, wiring 
connector, wheel collars, etc. Trust me you will find something 
and will think to yourself, I’m glad I checked!! 
Hinge points are another area to pay attention to. Pull on the con-
trol surfaces to make sure they are solidly attached. Do they move 
up and down freely? I have seen aileron arms in nylon tubes get so 
corroded the wire to the surface was bending and the surface not 
return to the same neutral position.  
And last but not least make sure you are on the right plane with 
your transmitter. Most of us have multiple models on one transmit-
ter. Your P-51 is surely not going to fly well, if at all, on the  Piper 
Cub selection!! 
 
Are all of these checks necessary? Not necessarily. The trash cans 
are testament to this, and it sure provides the rest of us entertain-
ment and something to talk 
about!!.......JC 
 

P a g e  2  

It Can Happen To The Best Of Us 

What Kind Of Builder Are You!! 

N O T A M  

I’ve been in this hobby a long time and have met many builders 
over the years. There are many kinds! Some are satisfied with 
minimal assembly, their goal is simply to get out flying as quickly 
as possible. Others will go the ARF route. This requires a little 
more time and assembly skill. There are kit builders. These guys 
believe that it is sacrilege if you didn’t build the whole thing. An-
other group are the scratch builders. These are the guys that come 
home with a set of paper plans and a meticulously cut each and 
every part by hand and assemble. Needless to say this takes weeks, 
months, possibly years to complete. For them it’s the details that 
they focus on. In short there is a level in this hobby for everyone 
regardless of building skill. 
 
The group that a few of us fit in, is squeezed between the kit and 
scratch builders although I truly believe it is the next level up from 
scratch building  - I call this level SCRAP Building!!!! Building I 
truly believe is a bit easier than Scrap Building, mainly because 
you are starting with parts that are in new condition. Scrap Build-
ing requires you to recreate the busted parts often without the con-
venience of a plan or pattern. 
 
We are easily recognized  - - We are the guys that are pulling the 
wreckage out of the trash cans,  piecing it back together, either to 
its original form or of some combination that we think might be 
able to takeoff and fly (notice I did not include land). 
Its called a Trash Can not a Trash Can-Not!!! 
 

Our planes are not the prettiest  - if fact some of them are down 
right ugly  - but we are proud of them all the same!!!! They have 
been bashed, crashed, resurrected, repeatedly until the pieces are 
too small bother with and manifest themselves in to what can 
loosely be called airplanes! 
With Christmas behind us the new planes that Santa brought will 
soon be ready to fly and either thru inability, carelessness, or some 
other misfortune will possibly end up on the benches of the scrap 
builders!! 
 
In the article above I talked about checks. If you don’t perform 
checks the Scrap Builders will appreciate your contributions!!!.The 
trash cans will be in full bloom soon!!!..JC 



30 Members Present 
With former President Art Alvarez having moved, Garry Wood-
house will be President until Jan. 2021. President opened the 
meeting welcoming members to the final meeting of 2020 which 
was held outdoors due to COVID19 restrictions. We were fortu-
nate that the weather while brisk was tolerable. Club meeting was 
brief to allow for lunch to be served by Curbside Sliderz Katy.  
 
Safety Report:  
There were no safety incidents reported.  
 
President addressed the members about the ongoing process of 
rewriting our Constitution and Bylaws with Flight Safety Rules 
and to invite comments or questions. Members had no comments 
or questions.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Bank Balance, end of October 2020 = $ 11,574  
Bank Balance, end of November 2020 = $ 12, 018  
 
Membership Status through November 2020  
Life members = 18  
Regular members (paid) = 105  
Family memberships (paid) = 7  
Junior members (paid) = 3  
Total Paid members = 133  
Total members (includes family members) = 143  
 

Website Report:  
• No issues reported  
 
Security System/Weather Station:  
• No issues reported  
 
Old Business:  
• None  
 
New Business:  
• Election for 2021 officers were held with following results:  

President – Max Burton  
Vice President – Garry Woodhouse  
Treasurer – Rudy Villarreal  
Secretary – Jerry Wilson  
 

Attending New Members: Ed Wehnau  -  Welcome Ed, good to 
have you with us!   
 
Guest: None  
 
Upcoming Events: None  
 
Plane of the Month:  
• KIT – None.  
• ARF – None  
• BARF – None  
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December Meeting Minutes 

BYLAW REVISIONS 
The Safety Committee and the Executive Committee have complet-
ed a Draft Revision of our club's Constitution and By-laws (C&B) 
which includes Field Flying and Safety Rules. 
The  original document had been revised a number of times over 
the years by adding clauses in the record of change section.  The 
committees decided it was time to make a new clean document. 
 
The changes will put this through the process required by our cur-
rent C&B and anticipate at least three monthly meetings to allow 
adequate time for review, discussion, and debate before we vote. 
 
The plan is to improve the implementation of our safety practices at 
the field and members should, in particular, look closely at this part 
of the document. We encourage member's comments, concerns and 
questions through this process. 
 
In consideration of the comments and suggestions received from 
members, the executive and safety committees have made revisions 
to the Flight Safety Rules as previously submitted to the members 
for their review.  The original rule is in black text.  The revised 
language is in red text. 
TAKE-OFFS and LANDINGS will normally be performed into the 
wind.  All flights shall be over the grassed area.  
TAKE-OFFS and LANDINGS will normally be performed into the 
wind. 
 

The runway should only be used for TAKEOFFS and LAND-
INGS.  HIGH SPEED, LOW PASSES WILL NOT BE DONE direct-
ly over the runway. 
  The runway should primarily be used for TAKEOFFS and LAND-
INGS.  PASSES directly over the runway must ALWAYS be on the 
east side of the runway away from the pilot stations and beyond the 
yellow centerline. 3D hovering type maneuvers should ALWAYS be 
performed over the grass area east of the runway. 
Flyers must be CURRENT members of AMA. Current BCF club 
membership ID or AMA membership ID MUST be prominently 
displayed on your person. 
Flyers must be CURRENT members of AMA. Current BCF club 
membership ID or AMA membership ID MUST be prominently 
displayed. 
 
These revised Flight Safety Rules have been included in the latest 
version of the proposed draft Constitution and By-Laws. This re-
vised Constitution and By-Laws are taking into account input from 
Harris County authorities and recommendations from AMA for 
chartered clubs. 
This will be brought up for discussion in the January meeting.  In 
the interim if you have any questions or comments, please e-mail 
Jerry. 
 
Jerry Wilson  - BCF secretary. 



Safety! Safety! Safety! 
Throughout my career and my life Safety, I thought, was being 
pushed down my throat. I mean heck I was Safe, or so I thought 
and I did not need someone reminding me at every turn. Growing 
up around heavy machinery I was always cautious about where I 
put my hands, what was around me, and tried diligently to make 
sure I did not injure myself. I was safe! Or was I? 
 
The old saying is you don’t know what you don’t know!!! No one 
knows it all and if he claims he does, walk away!! 
 
Safety isn’t just about you watching out for yourself, but more of 
an awareness. No one hurts themselves or others intentionally 
right! That is why they are called accidents.  
 
But accidents are not random occurrences that pop out of no 
where!  
 
By Definition Accident —- is an unfortunate incident that happens 
unexpectedly and unintentionally by chance or that is without ap-
parent or deliberate cause , typically resulting in damage or injury.  
 
Now most Safety Guys will tell you all accidents can be prevented; 
however this takes a special commitment and effort on everyone's 
part. Remember there are usually two side of an accident—the 
cause and the injury. Sometimes the same individual is the cause 
and recipient; in other cases there can be multiple parties on both 
sides. 
 
To help prevent this we have Rules to follow! These are not an 

infringement of your rights just common sense guidelines to pro-
tect you and the people around you. While the rules may seem silly 
or unnecessary to you, they have been developed because of histor-
ical events. Just because you didn’t see it happen doesn’t mean it 
didn’t. 
 
We will soon be voting on new By-laws and revisions to the Safety 
Rules. Keep an open mind and make an effort to understand the 
purpose behind the rule. But most importantly read them, and fol-
low them!! They are for your safety and everyone around you. 
 
If you see someone not following the rules, number one don’t start 
hollering and calling them an idiot. That will get you no-where, 
Just a casual conversation is the right start. Most folks will listen if 
you’re not talking down to them or blaming them for something. 
 
 
 
Thanks and Safe Flying!! 
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Safety Stop — Just Follow the Rules  

?????????? 

N O T A M  

A few of the more recent crash photos! 
Send me your Crash Photos!!!!!! 



Bayou City Flyers 
AMA Charter # 901 

 
CLUB OFFICERS: 
Pres: Max Burton…….……..…..(832) 641-2983  
Vice Pres: Gary Woodhouse …...(713) 240-4703  
Tres: Rudy Villarreal ………..…(281)-797-8545  
Secy: Gerald Wilson………...…..(281) 578-0148 
Officer at Large: Ron Mers……...(832) 451-4625  
  
 
HAMCI  REP: 
Barry Rayborn……………….….(713) 826-4256 
E-Mail: bwrayborn@icloud.com 
 
 
SAFETY OFFICER: 
Sheldon Reyher ………………...(281) 961-0419  
Merle Bowler…………...….…...(832) 794-0377  
John Haskell ………………..….(312) 402-4179 
 
FLIGHT INSTRUCTIORS: 
John Haskell ………………..….(312) 402-4179 
Rudy Villerreal …………….…..(281) 797-8545 
Paul Curry ………………….…..(281) 859-7626  
Weekends by Appointment 
(AMA Certified/Insured Program) 
 
 
NEWSLETTER: NOTAM 
Joe Chauffe, Editor………………(713) 298-7056 
E-Mail: joechauffe@comcast.net 
 
WEB SITE:  
www.bayoucityflyersrc.com 
Mike Wise,  Manager ……………(832)-914-5966  
 
CLUB MEETINGS: 
First Saturday of the Month at 10:00am 
Scobee Field —  17260 Westheimer Parkway 
Houston TX 77082  

Bayou City Flyers NOTAM 

Why do I do this? I have thought many times over the year the 
answer to this question. Well the best one I could come up with 
was why not! I get to talk to a lot of interesting people. I hear a 
little more than some would like to admit to. A lot of that is filed 
away for future use, ole J Edgar Hoover would have been proud of 
me. It does seem to take a lot of time that I wish I could use build-
ing, but which more than likely would be spent lying on the couch. 
Yeah Why!!! Well in all honesty its fun, and the fact that a lot of 
you out there are supplying the material whether you know it or 
not. I am recruiting a few regular column writers and a little help 
this really isn’t all that bad.  
Now I have heard that some individuals are going to get real care-
ful about what they say around me so I have had to hire a few 
spies. But not to worry equal opportunity is in effect and I will write about my mis-
takes; if I make any. Heck now that I’m thinking about it I can’t afford not to do this 
job. I get the feelin I’d be crucified by the masses. Particularly George and John.  
Gotta watch for that old saying “He who stirs the pot, sometimes has to lick the 
spoon” 
I have to admit that we have a great bunch of guys in this club and it sure is satisfying 
to hear how they still enjoy reading the past publications from years ago.  
So just to let you know I will do my best to get each issue out on time, Quarterly and 
if for some reason you don’t get yours let me know.  
If you have an interesting story or topic you are interested in let me know…...JC 

2819 Feather Glen Ct 
Katy, TX. ,77494 

From the Bench: Editorial 

 
Don’t forget  - It’s Time To Renew Your 
Club and AMA Memberships!!!! 

Upcoming Events 
Not Many Events Scheduled at the moment due to COVID-19 concerns. 
Jan 2021      Georgetown Aeromodellers'  SWAP MEET ———- Canceled 
Feb 13          Northwest Houston RC Swap Meet  - 11165 Katy Hockley Rd Hockley, TX 77447  
Feb 26/ 27   Southeastern Model Show -Swap Meet Perry Georgia 
Mar 26/27   Bomber Field Houston Jet Rally 
May 15        Tri City Flyers—Warbirds Over Kingsbury 
Apr 3            Alvin RC Big Bird Fly-in and Swap Meet  
Apr10          Bomber Field — High Wing Hoedown 
Jun 4/5        Bomber Field  —- Warbird 
Jun 12         Somerset RC Flyers — Warbirds Over Sommerset—Von Ormy Tx 
 


